
www.birminghamworker.org       ::       birmingham@cpgb-ml.org
Communist Party of Great Britain (Marxist-Leninist)  

Cllr Trickett  
has £40k in  
“allowances” 

Jacqui Kennedy 
& top lackey’s 
can earn  £97,000 
- £120,000 p.a. 

They give bin 
men pay cuts of 
£4-6,000 p.a.

The rich get 
richer while   
the poor get   
poorer ...
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SUPPORT THE
BIN MEN

COUNCIL CUTS = MORE RATS
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Why does the Council allow a 
culture of bullying?
The city council is allowing hard working men 
and women to be subjected to a culture of bul-
lying and intimidation in the work place. At the 
Tyseley Depot nearly 80 bin men signed a col-
lective grievance against bullying managers, 
three of whom were suspended. Why does the 
Council indulge the bullies?

The Council allows the managers to subject 
the workers to a culture of bullying and in-
timidation because the Council is scared of 
its employees. The Council is scared of its em-
ployees because the Council is trying to push 
through unjustified, illogical cuts to pay, unfair 
alterations to working practices, terms and 
conditions, and attacks on the service pro-
vided to ratepayers. Bin men, like most work-
ers are honest, hardworking, and reasonable. 
But if you push people too hard, attack their 
pay and conditions and drive their families into 
poverty you will find resistance. The Council 
hopes to quash any resistance through bully-
ing and intimidation.

The reason for the attacks on services and 
workers has its origins in two places. Firstly, 
a capitalist crisis of overproduction, secondly 
the betrayal of the working class by the Labour 
Party Councillors at Birmingham City Council.

Capitalist Crisis
At the heart of the capitalist system is the 
contradiction that, to win the battle of compe-
tition, the capitalists need to cut wages and 
benefits to the working masses as much as 
possible, while producing and selling ever 
more goods at ever lower cost. 

The relatively impoverished working masses, 
however, are unable to buy all these goods, 
resulting in a crisis of overproduction. Thou-
sands of businesses go bankrupt and close. 
There are massive redundancies. Wages for 
those still in work go down. And this increase 
in poverty makes the crisis worse and leads to 
more of the same.  

To “balance the books”, i.e., heap the cost of 
the crisis onto workers and not the rich, the 
Tory governments, with the tacit approval 
of the Liberals, Labour and others, have all 
agreed with the mantra of central government 
funding cuts, pay freezes etc. 

Labour betrayal
Birmingham City Council, a Labour run Council 
is implementing these cuts. Well paid lackeys 
(managers) like Jacqui Kennedy who earn be-
tween £97,000-£120,000 p.a. are attempting 
to cut the wages of the bin men by £4,000-
£6,000 p.a. She does this because she is paid 

to do it. She is a mercenary and a class enemy. 

The Council and its puppets like Jacqui are 
also trying to extend the four day working 
week to five days, increase the workload and 
squeeze every last drop of blood and sweat 
from the workers. They are instructed, aided 
and abetted by the Labour Party Councillors 
like Cabinet member for Clean Streets Lisa 
Trickett who gets a minimum of £41,000 p.a. 
in “allowances”. Lisa is in the Labour Party 
and heads the attacks on the bin men. She’s 
a shrewd politician who in her role as Cabinet 
member for Clean Streets has caused the big-
gest industrial dispute for years resulting in 
piles of stinking rubbish adorning the streets 
of Birmingham. Like most politicians, Lisa 
thinks that she knows best, and she is unlikely 
to back down. Workers need to let Lisa know 
that they are opposed to the mess she is quite 
literally making. Email lisa.trickett@birming-
ham.gov.uk  to let her know your thoughts. 
Lisa holds a surgery every, 

2nd Thursday of the month, 6.00 - 7.00pm

at Moseley Exchange, Moseley Community 
Development Trust, The Post Office Building, 
149 - 153 Alcester Road, Moseley, Birming-
ham, B13 8JP.

The City Council stands accused of squandering YET MORE taxpayers money 
by using scab labour to undermine a legitimate, legal strike by Birmingham’s 
bin men. This can result in a £200,000 fine from the government – more tax 
payer’s money squandered!

Under the Employment Agencies & Employment Business Regulations 2003, 
Part 2, Section 7:

“7.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2) an employment business shall not 
introduce or supply a work-seeker to a hirer to perform—

(a) the duties normally performed by a worker who is taking part in a strike 
or other industrial action (“the first worker”), or

(b) the duties normally performed by any other worker employed by the 
hirer and who is assigned by the hirer to perform the duties normally 
performed by the first worker, unless in either case the employment 
business does not know, and has no reasonable grounds for knowing, that 
the first worker is taking part in a strike or other industrial action”

Birmingham city council has been caught bringing in agency labour from 
Extra Personnel to do the job of the men on strike. The scabs were secretly 
brought into Montague Street Depot where they were given some very basic 
health and safety training in the use of the vehicle, the Council intended to 
send these poorly trained workers out onto our streets causing a risk to men, 
women and children.

The Employment Agency Standards Inspectorate at the Department for Trade 
and Industry has the power to fine the Agency a £25,000 lump sum, and 
£5,000 per scab worker and slap a big £200,000 fine on the Council. 

We must demand the Council stops breaking employment law and respects 
the right of its employees to withdraw their labour – they are not slaves.

Strike breakingOde To A Scab 
BY JACK LONDON

After God had finished the rattlesnake, the toad, and 
the vampire, He had some awful substance left with 

which He made a scab. A scab is a two-legged animal 
with a corkscrew soul, a waterlogged brain, and a 

combination backbone made of jelly and glue. Where 
others have hearts, he carries a tumor of rotten 

principles.

When a scab comes down the street, men turn their 
backs and angels weep in heaven, and the devil 

shuts the gates of hell to keep him out. No man has 
a right to scab as long as there is a pool of water 
deep enough to drown his body in, or a rope long 

enough to hang his carcass with. Judas Iscariot was 
a gentleman compared with a scab. For betraying his 
Master, he had character enough to hang himself. A 

scab hasn’t.

Esau sold his birthright for a mess of pottage. Judas 
Iscariot sold his savior for thirty pieces of silver. 
Benedict Arnold sold his country for a promise 

of a commission in the British Army. The modern 
strikebreaker sells his birthright, his country, his wife, 

his children, and his fellow men for an unfulfilled 
promise from his employer, trust, or corporation.

Why the Council is attacking public services and workers

“To effect its emancipation labour must reorganise society on the basis 
of labour; this cannot be done while the forces of government are in the 
hands of the rich, therefore the governing power must be wrested from 

the hands of the rich.” 
-- James Connolly 

Hypocrites
The public and ratepayers will be interested to know that:

• The streets in the city centre are given priority over those 
in the suburbs. That’s why the town is kept clean whilst 
Handsworth, Balsall Heath, Highgate, Shard End etc 
overflow with rubbish. The city is kept clean because all 
the business men/women must be kept happy, it’s purely 
a coincidence that rich Council Execs like Jacqui Kennedy 
also live in plush city apartments like the Mailbox.

•  Your elected Councillors like Trickett like to call up Waste 
Services and demand that their streets are prioritised over 
everyone else.

Media lies
Duping the masses is, of course, an essential component of the 
ruling class’s programme to maintain its power at home and to 
pursue war abroad. The Birmingham Mail working on behalf of the 
city council is spreading lies about the wages of bin men so as to 
assist in turning public opinion against the striking workers. But 
messages of support from the street show that this isn’t working. 
Keep spreading the word and exposing the lies. 

Dear Ratepayers, residents, working class 
men and women of Birmingham. Here’s 
three reasons to get behind the bin men and 
demand the Council serve our community.

1.  Dirty streets means rats 
and disease

The City Council is in a deep economic crisis, 
the result of both cuts from central govern-
ment and their own mismanagement which 
has cost ratepayers £11.9m. The Chief Execu-
tive and Council leaders are seeking to heap 
the burden of this crisis onto the backs of 
workers whilst plundering services provided 
for Birmingham’s rate payers, including those 
essentials which keep our streets clean and 
free of disease.

2.  An attack on one is an 
attack on all

Bin men are working class just like you. All of 
us have to fight for clean, safe and healthy 
working conditions as well as a living wage 
upon which to raise our families. An attack on 
one section of the working class is an attack 

on us all; we all lose if we are divided. That 
is why we must give support to one another 
when our pay and conditions come under at-
tack. Bin men do a valuable and physically 
exhausting job from which we all benefit, an 
attack on their wages is an attack on us all. 

Our bin men face a Labour Council which isn’t 
serving the interests of the working class peo-
ple of Birmingham. Only strike action can halt 
proposed wage cuts of £4-6,000 per bin man, 
122 redundancies and alarming changes to 
working practices which will undermine the 
safety of the bin wagons on our streets.

3.  Don’t believe what you 
read in the papers

The right wing claim there are inefficiencies 
because there are 2 supervisors to every 1 
bin man. The truth is that all the bin men work, 
there are no armchair “Supervisors” but some 
have extra responsibilities for safety or driving. 
Having reduced each bin wagon from a five 
man crew to a three man crew, now the Coun-
cil are targeting the pay and conditions of the 
remaining crew, expecting the same service 
but for reduced pay. The Council argue that 

they want to cut down on the physical exertion 
by reducing the working day. This is a farce. 
At the moment bin men work four day weeks 
from 6am-3.37pm while the proposed change 
will see them work five day weeks from 6am-
1pm, still covering the same work load plus 
an additional 1300 bins per week - this is not 
reducing physical exertion it is intensifying it. 
And all of this for less money as they down-
grade all Grade 3 staff to Grade 2!

Changes to the role of the ‘Leading Hands’ 
will endanger the safety of the general public. 
These workers play an essential part in super-
vising the work at the back of the lorry; tragic 
fatal accidents in the past have demonstrated 
the importance of this role.

What can you do?
Help the Communist Party of Great Britain 
(Marxist-Leninist) build support for the bin 
men and defend public services. The country 
is in a deep economic crisis yet the ruling class 
is making record profit. Labour, Tory, it’s the 
same old story whoever is in office.

Please get in touch, email birmingham@
cpgb-ml.org or text 07454 086115

Reasons why you should support the Bin Men strike



If you have appreciated the support of the 
Communist Party of Great Britain (Marxist-
Leninist) please read this information.

The Communists have supported you in your 
struggle because your struggle is our struggle. 
The working class has to stand together if it is to 
win, it has no other weapon but organisation.

The Tory Party, UKiP & Nationalists look after the 
interests of the rich and the bosses.

The Labour Party looks after the interests of the 
privileged workers and it betrays the masses of 
the working class.

The Communist Party (cpgb-ml.org) is the Party 
of the working class. Workers have to struggle 
against capitalists, bosses, and class traitors and 
need a Communist Party.

The Communist Party needs Supporters to help 
tell the TRUTH about the class struggle and give 
solidarity to other workers in struggle. We cannot 
rely on the newspapers and television to tell the 
truth.

We need working class men and women who don’t 
sell out for money, who will support others when 
they are on strike, fighting cuts and attacks on 
pay, rights, safety and conditions.

Please become a Supporter (just 50pence a 
week) of the Communist Party of Great Britain 
(Marxist-Leninist). Pay your fee to the comrade 
who gave you this leaflet, or fill in and return this 
to the address below.

NAME ::             PHONE :: 

EMAIL ::

ADDRESS ::   

return address  ::   274 Moseley Road, Birmingham, B12 0BS   or    email  ::   birmingham@cpgb-ml.org   
www.birminghamworker.org

Weekly Marxist-Leninist Study
The CPGB-ML currently run discussion groups every week in Birmingham, on 

Mondays, Thursdays and Sundays. 

Theory is the experience of the working class movement in all countries taken 
in its general aspect. Theory becomes purposeless if it is not connected 

with practice, but practice gropes in the dark if its path is not illuminated by 
revolutionary theory. Marxist theory is revolutionary because it serves the poor 

and not the rich. 

If you’d like to be put on the mailing list to be kept up to date on these events 
email birmingham@cpgb-ml.org or fill in and return the slip.

Monthly advice for 
the unemployed

12-2pm
The Birmingham Claimants Union meets 

the second Thursday of every month at 274 
Moseley Rd, Highgate, Birmingham, B12 0BS. 
This is a place for the unemployed to get help 

and advice from fellow claimants. Anything 
from sanctions, workfare’, council tax benefit 
charge and the bedroom tax and any worries 

you have while signing on. 

An appeal for your support ::
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