
The CPGB-ML (Communist Party) have 
organised pickets outside Cllr Trickett’s 
surgery each month in Moseley since the bin 
strike began. Cllr Trickett is responsible for the 
waste and recycling service in Birmingham.

A campaign targeting Labour councillors and 
members at Ward meetings and constituency 
party meetings is logical. It is logical because 
these are the very people making attacks on 
Birmingham’s bin workers. Targeting Labour 
will pressure the local Labour party members 
to think again about attacks on the wages of 
our bin men.

The real strength of the workers lies in 
industrial action. When the bin men were out 
on strike:

• The rubbish piled up on our streets 
putting pressure on councillors

• The story was in the press every day 
putting pressure on councillors

• The public was on the side of the bin men 
putting pressure on councillors

Despite all this, Unite sent all the workers 
back into work and took all the pressure off 
the councillors. This has been done in the vain 
hope that they can do a deal with the Labour 
party, but this dispute has shown us that:

• The Labour party betrayed the original 
ACAS deal making fools of Unite who 
claimed an early “victory”

• The Labour councillor Trickett is 
committed to cutting the Grade 3 role and 
using scabs to break the strike

• The Labour Council continue to refuse to 
recognise the legitimacy of the ACAS deal

• There is no meaningful development 
and negotiation taking place since the 
injunction, all hopes are pinned on the 
Court date or a change of heart from 
Labour councillors

•  The Labour leader Corbyn & John 

McDonnell won’t come to the rescue for 
fear of looking “weak on the Unions” 

• The Labour leader Corbyn & John 
McDonnell are in reality committed to 
austerity just like the Tories; Labour, Tory, 
same old story.

Unless workers are prepared to walk out 
without instruction from the Union all that is 
left to workers is to apply political pressure 
which must be exerted against the Labour 
party. Unite doesn’t want this to happen so 
they have told all the bin men who have taken 
part in protests against Trickett that they risk 
being targeted and losing their jobs if they join 
us in protesting. 

Because Unite the Union is a major 

backer of the Labour Party, giving it more than 
£2million in May/June 2017 alone, many of 
its senior leaders are also members of the 
Labour party and will not struggle against it 
even when their members face losing their 
jobs.

Unite members must bring an end to the 
squandering of good money on bad people like 
Trickett and Co. Closing your eyes and wishing 
that your cheating, lying, underhand partner is 
going to change their ways is wishful thinking. 
The reality of the trade union – Labour party 
“relationship” has tragic consequences for 
the workers who fail to ascertain that endless 
pleading with Labour to “see sense” gets you 
nowhere – bullies only understand strength 
and there’s no choice but to fight them. 
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What the Soviet Union did for the working class
Working conditions

During the time of J V Stalin the USSR set 
a seven-hour maximum working day of  five 
days. In heavy work, like mining, steel works 
and so on, the working day was six hours.  

During the ten years before WWII, industrial 
accidents and occupational diseases 
decreased by a third. Many industrial 
diseases were entirely eradicated. 

Why do workers all over the 
world still celebrate the 
Russian Revolution?
The Russian revolution created the worlds first socialist state, it showed 
for the first time it was possible to organise society for the benefit of the 
majority in society rather than a rich minority. 

It was the workers that made a socialist revolution, led by a Communist 
Party (called Bolsheviks). Only the bravest and most incorruptible 
workers were allowed into the Communist Party. The Communist 
party led the working class, its trade union organisations, and workers 
associations in an uprising to smash the corrupt political institutions. In 
the place of these institutions, new one’s were built. A workers council 
(Soviet) replaced the corrupt parliament. 

Clearly, this was not to the liking of the rich who ran the imperialist 
countries France, Britain, Germany, USA & Japan. Their businesses had 
made good money in Russia before the revolution so they organised 14 
countries to invade the young USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 
and kill it’s leaders.

Lenin, the leader of the Bolsheviks and Stalin, Voroshilov, Frunze and 
other military leaders led the Red Army in defeating the 14 invading 
armies. Lenin, who was shot in an attempted assassination died soon 
after victory in this civil war in 1924. Stalin then led the Russian workers 
in building up a mighty, independent socialist country. When Adolf Hitler 
invaded Russia in the second world war, the Russian front accounted 
for 80% of all battles which took place during WWII. Stalin and the 
USSR were victorious along with allies Britain and the USA.

Because Lenin, Stalin and the communists were so successful in Russia, 
the British media, school system, university lecturers and politician’s 
have told countless lies to British workers in the hope that they will 
never learn from the example of Russian workers. They have paid off 
British working class people to do the same, that is why they make 
many Labour MP’s members of the House of Lords and encourage top 
union officials to take salaries of in excess of £140,000 a year. In this 
way the British ruling class buys the collaboration of a section of British 
workers. Increasingly British workers know our country is full of these 
sell outs, careerists and traitors, but workers still need to learn that 
without a Communist Party they are powerless to do anything about it.

Housing and rent

After the revolution large houses were nationalised and the state began a 
massive building programme to provide decent housing for all. 

Rents in the Soviet Union were kept below 10 per cent of income and usually as 
low as 4 per cent. 

Wages

Between 1934 and 1938, the total amount of wages 
paid increased eight-fold. 

Payment in money wages was only part of the story. In 
addition to the wages paid, there were also a great many 
services, such as insurance against sickness and old 
age, medical services and so on, which were provided 
free. 

Holidays 

Everyone got at least two weeks’ holiday on full pay. 
Young workers and workers in heavy or dangerous 
trades got four to six weeks. 

Workers away owing to sickness received sick benefit 
varying from half to full wages. These benefits were 
for working people & everyone was guaranteed a job. 
Under socialism there is the maxim “He who does not 
work, neither shall he eat”.

Health 

Medical treatment was entirely free. At the 
same time in Britain, workers died as they 
could not afford hospital treatment.

Prevention is better than cure, so every 
citizen was entitled to regular examinations, 
generally at a clinic at his place of work. 

Convalescent homes, santoria and rest 
homes were provided free for recuperation 
after illness or as holiday centres. 

Education 

Education was free. 
Maintenance grants were 
paid. Most large factories had 
technical schools attached, 
maintained by the trade unions 
and State Social Insurance 
Fund. 

Factory Committees gave  
grants to workers so that they 
could attend state training 
schools and universities. 

Social Services and pensions
All the Social Insurance Fund for health, pensions, 
cultural activities, sanatoria, many types of education 
etc. were controlled and administered by the Trade 
Union. The money was obtained as a contribution from 
industry. 

Pensions were paid to men at 60 and women and 55. 
The minimum amount was 50-60 per cent of the normal 
wage of the worker, varying according to length of 
employment. There were no contributions to pay. 

USSR - workers state

The Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics was a workers state. 
Unemployment was abolished. 

The USSR  was hated by 
capitalist countries who feared 
the example the workers set 
to the rest of the world. Here’s 
some of what they did...



Myth 1 – Manzie uses magic powers 
to make all the Labour councillors do her 
bidding, including Trickett.

Truth – Manzie was appointed by the 
Labour party. Clancy, Trickett and the rest, 
including the Tories put her in her job. Her 
views coincide with theirs. In fact, Manzie 
was appointed precisely because she is 
known to push through cuts to services.

Myth 2 – Manzie gets £180,000pa

Truth – she does, it was a salary agreed 
by her bosses in the Labour Party when 
they appointed her. The Labour Party is not 
opposed to such high wages and nor are 
trade unions. Unite’s Len McClusky gets 
more than £140,000 a year too, making 
Cllr Trickett’s £40,000 a year look like loose 
change. 

Myth 3 – Manzie is a Tory

Truth – who knows and who cares? Labour 
or Tory its the same old story. Manzie was 
appointed by Labour with Tory support, her 
salary was agreed by the Labour Cabinet, 
and presumably her politics and reputation 
preceded her, that’s why they appointed her 
and not a bin man. So – they knew she was a 
disgrace and they appointed her for that very 
reason, they haven’t been tricked or bullied!

Myth 4 – “if it sounds like a Tory, talks like 
a Tory and is a Labour party member, it’s a 
Tory” 

Truth – nope, it’s a Labour party member. 
Let’s stop making excuses for Labour class 
traitors by calling them Tories. They’re 
Labour, the same party which didn’t overturn 
any anti-union legislation between 1997-
2010, betrayed the Miners Strike in 1984 
and abandoned the fig leaf of Clause 4 & 
common ownership in 1995. 

Myth 5 – the Labour party is a socialist 
organisation

Truth – The Labour party doesn’t set itself 
the goal of socialism. The Labour party aims 
to manage capitalism, to put a nice face on 
it. When workers make a fuss, all the top 
brass start going on about socialism again. 
The mention of socialism in Clause 4 of 
the Labour party constitution was put in by 
Tony Blair in the 90’s. Tony had total power 
to do what the hell he wanted for ten years, 
but Britain didn’t advance one inch towards 
socialism.

Lessons
It’s no good letting the Labour Party play the 
victim. They’re not being bullied by Manzie 
-they totally agree with Manzie. 

We need to expose and attack the Labour 
Party and replace their councillors with 
working class representatives.

Bin strike :: Manzie myths

Our history:
Communists and 
Trade Unions
In Britain many of the best trade union leaders have been Communists 
and revolutionaries. Communists never sell out. They don’t become 
Lords and Sirs, they don’t take up careers running the British state like 
John Prescott and Alan Johnson. Here’s a few working class heroes to 
learn more about:

Tom Mann
Tom Mann was born in Coventry in 1856. He became famous as an 
organiser amongst dock workers in London and was instrumental in the 
development of the Transport and General Workers Union which later 
became Unite the Union. He was a communist and campaigned in de-
fense of workers his entire life. In 1931-2 he was involved in the defense 
of unemployed workers in Birkenhead near Liverpool. Held responsible 
for the battles between workers and police he was given six-months 
hard labour. At that time he was nearly 80 years old.

James Connolly
James Connolly was born in Edinburgh’s slums in 1868. He became a 
socialist at a young age and travelled all across Britain, Ireland and the 
USA organising workers and trade unions. Unlike todays paid officials 
James Connolly was paid very little and he and his family were often 
close to starvation. In 1916, during the slaughter of the First World War 
James Connolly and the Irish Citizen Army declared the irish Republic in 
Dublin. Connolly said that the “cause of labour was the cause of Ireland” 
and that a free Ireland would be a socialist Ireland where workers would 
be masters of their own destinies. He was shot by the British on 12 May 
1916 in Dublin Castle.

Arthur Horner
Born into a mining community in south Wales in 1894 Arthur Horner 
grew up in abject poverty. He came to read books such as Karl Marx’s 
Capital and the Communist Manifesto at local study classes run by 
class conscious workers. Joining the Communist Party he fought for 

workers the whole of his life, never selling-out and never leaving the 
CPGB for a cushy life in the Labour Party. In 1946 he became the very 
first General Secretary of the newly formed National Union of Minework-
ers (NUM).  When he retired in 1959 British miners had some of the 
very best terms and conditions of employment available to any work-
ers in the country. The miners had won these victories through hard 
struggle, led by Communists. It would not have been possible had the 
leadership of the miners been in the hands of Labour class traitors and 
careerists.

So what happened?
Britain produced so many brave, fearless trade unionists. But it also 
produced a fair few sell-outs and careerists. How come you might ask?

“How could it happen, it may be asked, that the powerful 
British proletariat, which fought with unexampled heroism, 
proved to have leaders who were either venal or cowardly, 
or simply spineless? That is a very important question. 
Such leaders did not spring up all at once. They grew out of 
the labour movement; they received a definite schooling as 
labour leaders in Britain, the schooling of that period when 
British capital was raking in super-profits and could shower 
favours on the labour leaders and use them for compro-
mises with the British working class; whereby these leaders 
of the working class, becoming ever more closely identified 
with the bourgeoisie in their manner of life and station, be-
came divorced from the mass of the workers, turned their 
backs on them and ceased to understand them. They are 
the kind of working-class leaders who are dazzled by the 
glamour of capitalism, who are over- whelmed by the might 
of capital, and who dream of “getting on in the world” and 
associating with “men of substance.” There is no doubt that 
these leaders—if I may call them that—are an echo of the 
past and do not suit the new situation. There is no doubt 
that in time they will be compelled to give way to new lead-
ers who do correspond to the militant spirit and heroism of 
the British proletariat. Engels was right when he called such 
leaders bourgeoisified leaders of the working class.“

Josef Stalin, 1926



If you have appreciated the support of the Communist Party of Great Britain (Marxist-Leninist) please read this information.

The Communists have supported you in your struggle because your struggle is our struggle. The working class has to stand 
together if it is to win, it has no other weapon but organisation.

The Tory Party, UKiP & Nationalists look after the interests of the rich and the bosses.

The Labour Party looks after the interests of the privileged workers 
and it betrays the masses of the working class.

The Communist Party (cpgb-ml.org) is the Party of the working class. 
Workers have to struggle against capitalists, bosses, and class 
traitors and need a Communist Party.

The Communist Party needs Supporters to help tell the TRUTH about 
the class struggle and give solidarity to other workers in struggle. We 
cannot rely on the newspapers and television to tell the truth.

We need working class men and women who don’t sell out for money, 
who will support others when they are on strike, fighting cuts and 
attacks on pay, rights, safety and conditions.

Please become a Supporter (just 50pence a week) of the Communist 
Party of Great Britain (Marxist-Leninist). Pay your fee to the comrade 
who gave you this leaflet, or fill in and return this to the address below.

NAME ::             PHONE :: 

EMAIL ::

ADDRESS ::   

return address  ::   274 Moseley Road, Birmingham, B12 0BS   or    email  ::   birmingham@cpgb-ml.org   
www.birminghamworker.org

Weekly Marxist-Leninist Study
The CPGB-ML run discussion groups every week on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

Theory is the experience of the working class movement in all countries taken in its 
general aspect. Theory becomes purposeless if it is not connected with practice, but 

practice gropes in the dark if its path is not illuminated by revolutionary theory. Marxist 
theory is revolutionary because it serves the poor and not the rich. 

If you’d like to be put on the mailing list to be kept up to date on these events email 
birmingham@cpgb-ml.org or fill in and return the slip.

Monthly advice for 
the unemployed

12-2pm
The Birmingham Claimants Union meets 
the second Thursday of every month at 

274 Moseley Rd, Highgate, 
Birmingham, B12 0BS. 

An appeal for your support ::

The Communist Party of Great Britain (Marxist-Leninist) is an 
organisation of the British working class (proletarians). It is not 
a Russian phenomena, or a foreign organisation, it is a political 
organisation of British workers who wish to end capitalism and bring 
about a socialist Britain. We can’t get to socialism using the Labour 
party which is full of careerist politicians. Members of the Labour party 
speak about socialism, but they have had more than 100 years to get 
us there, and we are no further forward than when they started. 

It’s up to us to learn the lessons of world history. To get to socialism 
requires the class struggle to be directed by a Communist Party against 
the bourgeoisie (capitalists and bosses) and their agents (Labour party, 
Trotskyists, fascists).

The CPGB-ML in Birmingham publishes the Birmingham Worker 
newspaper. Send us your views by email to birmingham@cpgb-ml.org

The Communist Party


