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“Be on your guard; stand fi rm in the faith; be cou-

rageous; be strong.” Corinthians 16:13

British workers must not allow the referendum 

result to be overturned. Theresa May’s strategy 

and favoured proposals differ according to which 

day of the week it is, and Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour 

party has never held a clear and consistent posi-

tion. The furore that continues amongst the rul-

ing class is never-ending and the liberal media 

continue to propagandise for the overturning of 

Brexit.

Attacks on the Brexiteers 
& attempts to overturn the 
referendum
Divisions among the ruling class over Brexit con-

tinue to be clear for all to see: the liberal ruling 

class continues to pursue its anti-people, anti-

Brexit agenda and remains committed to over-

turning the referendum result. This has been 

particularly evident in newspapers such as the 

Guardian and Observer, which have been des-

perately pursuing every possible avenue for over-

turning the vote.
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A recent line of attack has been to jump on what is essential-

ly a student petition: “Predicting a young people’s revolt over 

the coming months, student unions – representing 980,000 

students at 60 of the country’s leading universities and col-

leges – are writing to MPs... calling on them to back a ‘peo-

ple’s vote’ before a fi nal Brexit deal can be implemented.”

If a second vote on the referendum takes place and Brit-

ain does vote on the fi nal deal, it is worth remembering that 

university students are not the only young people who were 

too young to vote in the referendum. For every student there 

are many more disenfranchised working-class teenagers. If 

these young people could be mobilised to defend their class 

interests, the pro-Brexit vote would only grow.

Government and opposition chaos
The divisions within the Conservative Party (and, therefore, 

the government) are mirrored by those in Labour. Both par-

ties continue to tear themselves apart over Brexit, and this 

chaos of the bourgeoisie (ruling class) can only be welcomed 

by class-conscious workers.

The government fi nds itself at a roadblock. The sheer impos-

sibility of the situation should long ago have led to the down-

fall of the government. The problem is that most bourgeois 

opinion is terrifi ed of a Corbyn-led Labour government, as 

there is no guarantee that it can be dissuaded from imple-

menting at least some measures inimical to imperialist inter-

ests, even though it is a better bet than the Tories for fi nding 

a means of escaping the Brexit vote.

The chaos looks set to continue, and will only be made worse 

by the deepening economic crisis, which is bound to take a 

further lurch downwards before long.

Foreigners are constantly blamed for the lack of jobs, low 

wages and poor social provision that are caused by capi-

talism, and workers are urged by bourgeois politicians and 

media alike to swallow the lie that if it wasn’t for ‘all the im-

migrants’ there would be jobs available at high wages for all 

native-born Britons, along with readily available housing at 

affordable rents and a decent level of social provision.

Free market economics is bad for Britain
The truth, however, is that capitalism, in its desperate drive 

to push down production costs, must inevitably try to push 

down wages and social provision, too – not only to maximise 

profi ts, but also to survive the competition from its rivals and 

to win the struggle over markets.

If immigration were stopped tomorrow and average wages 

rose, it would not be long before enterprises presently re-

lying on cheap labour closed down altogether, with their 

capitalist owners either being driven out of business and/or 

deciding that their money was better invested abroad and/

or investing in new machinery that would lessen the need to 

hire workers.

That is why, despite the constant increase in productivity 

(which ought to lead to a shorter working day and higher liv-

ing standards for all of us), living standards for workers con-

tinue to be pushed relentlessly downwards all over the world.

According to Oxfam: “In 2015, just 62 individuals had the 

same wealth as 3.6 billion people – the bottom half of hu-

manity. The fi gure is down from 388 individuals as recently 

as 2010. Since the turn of the century, the poorest half of 

the world’s population has received just 1 percent of the to-

tal increase in global wealth, while half of that increase has 

gone to the top 1 percent.”

Foreign and native-born workers alike suffer as a result of 

this downward pressure on wages and benefi ts, whatever 

country’s labour force they happen to belong to. Our only 

possible defence is our ability to fi ght back – an ability that 

is lost if the working class is divided against itself, whether 

on xenophobic lines or any other basis.

Far from exciting hatred, working-class immigrants to this 

country should be treated with sympathy, since it is clear 

that the overwhelming majority who leave their countries of 

origin only do so because they feel they must in order to es-

cape poverty, starvation, persecution or war.

Just like us, they love their families and are simply doing 

whatever they can to take care of them and secure their fu-

tures.

So long as capitalism exists, so long will workers have to fi ght 

every inch of the way to maintain reasonable living standards 

for themselves and their families – and will periodically suf-

fer real deprivation as a result of battles being lost.

So long as capitalism exists, there will always be a reserve 

army of unemployed – both of local people and of people 

abroad – who are desperate for work. Competition among 

workers for jobs is built into the capitalist system, and so 

the proletariat (the working class) must not allow itself to be 

tricked into believing that it is other workers who are the en-

emy.

The sole and only cause of this desperate situation is 

the continued survival of the capitalist system, which stands 

convicted of an utter inability to cater to the even the most 

basic needs of the overwhelming majority of humanity.

If capitalism was overthrown and replaced by a planned, so-

cialist economy, in which all society’s resources were used to 

provide for the needs of the working people and their fami-

lies, there would be no such thing as unemployment and no 

such thing as competition for jobs.

Every person would be found something essential to do, 

and all labour would enrich the whole of society. Under so-

cialism we shall apply the fair, basic economic law of social-

ism: he who does not work, neither shall he eat.
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